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Johannes ILuyster House
Holland, Middletown Township
Monmouth County, New Jersey

Owner {and occupant)s Mr., John Peter Luyster
(F,0, address: ILaurel Avenue at Milddletown Rde.;
Keyport, New Jersey)i#

Date of Erection: 1717-1718,; with rear addition 1862
Archltect: Unknown |
Builder: Johannes Iuyster (1l691-1756)

Present Condition: Original with alterations and addi-
tions, but well malntained. One of two front
entrances changed to window, Dormer windows
modern., Mantels replace origilnals about 1840,

Number of Storles: One and one-half over cellsry

Materials of Constructions

Foundation - stone masonry

Exterlor walls - timber frame, shingled

Interlor walls = frame studdlng, lathed and
plastered

Chimneys =~ brick bullt into lnslde of gable
end walls

Roof = gable of two dlfferent slopes and
with wide overhanding eaves front and
rear, covered with modern asphalt
shingles over older wood shingles

Historlecal Data:

The identiflcation of thls Duteh Colonial
farmhouse by discovery of the name of lts original
owner in documents contemporary wlth its time of
erection, in verification of the famlly records and
tradltion, ls reported as follows,

#The house stands on the north side of Middletown Road,
about 400 feet east of Laurol Avenuse in the vlillage of
Holland, about 1i miles west of Village of Middletown.

.
T
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By deed of lst January 1716/17, Peter
Wyekoff of ¥latlands, Kings County "on the Island of
Nagsaw" (Long Island, N.Y.) conveyed to Johannes
Luyster "of the poor Bowery, in the Township of Newtown,
within Queens County", on the same island and to John
Brower of said Flatlends, certain tracts of land in
Monmouth Countye The one of these on which the house
here considered i1s located is described in this deed asg
including the eastern half of a 90 scre tract in Middle=
town which Daniel Hendrickson® of that place sold to
John Gysbertsen formerly held and occupied by John
wWhitlock, the lines beginning one chaln (66 ft,) east
of Gerit's Bridge:t and one south from Geritt's Brook,
“the small brook coming from the hills", thence running
south 34 chainsg to the line of the late Wme. H. Whitlock,
east 35 chains to Mahoras Brook, a3 the brook flows to
Bog Run, up that run to its head in the lower end of the
Bog, and west 22 chains along the edge of the Bog to t?e
place of beginning, thls tract conbtaining 104 acres, (8
By an agreement dated 18 Octoher 1727, the two grantees
divided the traect as surveyed, the original map thereof
being in this house to the present day,

#The house of this Daniel Hendrickson, next west of the
one here conslidered has been surveyed as NJ=-498,

#% Bvidently so-called for Gerit or Jarrett Wall, an
early landowner here.

“(a) oOriginal deed remains in the house, from which this

abstract made., This deed is incorrectly duoted in the
account of this house publ, In R.Fe Balley, Pre-~Rev.
Duteh Houses & Familles in 1936, pp. 405 and 422, stating
that Peter Wyckoff was grantes, also that this house was
built 1727-1730., An earlier date is suggested by the
record that on "May the 26th 1718, Johannes Iuystsr gave
in his Earmark to be recordedssessss.s,and his Brand

Mark for his Horses." (Middlestown, Mone. Cos, NeJ.y, Catbtle
Ear?arks, publ, in Stilliwell, Hist. & Gonealog, Misc., II,
207).,
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Johannes Imyster{P) the grantee abovenamed,
evidently removed from Newtown, L.Te t0 the tract
thus acquired in Middletown within the seventeen
months between the date of the deed and that of the
recording of his cattle and horses marks in the latter
place on 26 May 1718, Accordingly, the erection of
the original (front) unit of the house here surveyed
1s ascribed to him and dated 1717-1718,

The present owner and occupant, Mr. John
Peter ILuyster, a descendant of Johannes Iuyster the
progenitor of the family in Monmouth County, informs
us that the original farm has always since remained
in the famlly and that its successive owners, according
to his written record as follows,

From Johannes Luyster (1691~1756) the farm
passed to his son Feter Iuyster (1719-1810}, grandson
John P, Tuyster (1763-1848)}, great grandson Peter
Luyster (1806-1875), great great grandson Garret Sutphin
Tnyster (1843- ) and to the great great great grandson
John Peter Iumyster, owner at the time of our survey of
the house in Cctober 1940,

(b) Johannes® Inyster, be 22 Mar, 1691, Flatlands,

Kings County, Lel.s N.Y¥., d¢ 29 Jan, 1756, Middletowm,
Mone COey NedJep, son of Cornelis Pileterse Luyster of Flate
bush 1696 mnd later of the Poor Bowery, Newtown Twp .,
Queens Coes Lele, mar, 16 Apr. 1716 in Flatbush, Lucretia
BI‘OWQI‘, be 12 Au.g. 1688’ who e 12 Apr. 1771’ and they
removed from the Poor Bowery after 1 Jan, 1717 anda bef, 26
May 1718, (on which latter date he entered the earmarks
of his cabttle for record in the town books at Middletown,
NeJe) Issue vize Sarah b, 8 Mar, 1717, Peter be. 5 May
1719, Cornelia b, 13 Decs 1720, Johannss be 256 May 1723,
Anna b, 8 Apr. 1725, and luecretia b. 30 Auge. 1727,
(Records of Ref. Dutch Che of Flatbush, LeIl., publ, by
Holland Society of N.Ys Bible records in poss, of Iamyster
famlly in Middletown, NeJe, publ, in Stillwell's Hist. &
Genealog, Miscellany, II, 359=36le A.V.De. Honeyman,
Joannes Nevius & His Descendants, 1900, pe. 592).
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The last named also states that the rear
portion of the heuse was an addition by Peter Luyster
in 1862, Examination of the front of the older unit
of the house showed us that one of two entrance doorways
had been later changed to a window of size larger than
the others in that elevation.t The different pitch of
the front and the rear slopes of the gable roof is a
device used in Duteh houses on Long Island, whence its
builder came, and 1is entirely unlike the equal-pitch
gables or gasmbrels of Dutch houses In Bergen County,
New Jersey. {(Cf. the Lefferts House, Flatbush, L.I.)
The photograph of ocur survey drawing, bound herewltih,
restores the appearance of the house before alteration.
This use of twin entrances, the one to the kitchen and
the other to the living room, is found peculiar to the
houses of this class of "Low Duteh® (Flemish) settlers
in the esarly 18th century in the northeastern countles
of New Jersey. In an otherwise native economy in
design, they may be consldered an extravagance.

The photograph of an "o0ld Rapalje" silver
spoon belonging to Mr. Iuyster, the present owner of the
house, shows the inltlals of its maker, Jacob Boelen
{1654-1729) of New York City and those of an owner, S.D.Re
The last evidently inaicate Sarahd Daniels% Rapalje, who
was born lst July 1687, daughter of Daniel< Jorise Rapalje
of the Wallabout, Brooklyn. 3he married 30 April 1713,
Peter Imyster of the Poor Bouwery, Newbtown, and had a
daughter Antle4 born 9 January 1726, died 2% Nov. 1799,
who married 2& May 1756 her first cousin, Peter Iuyster
of Middletown, New Jersey {(1719-1810) named above as
one time owner of the house here surveyed. The spoon
evidently thus came into this branch of the femily,

# An oll palnting of the house in 1880 is said to be in
the possession of Mr. John Cherry of Keyport, New Jersey,
grandson of the artist, David P, Van Brackle.
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Reference:

The original deed of 1 January 1716/17
clted above, examined at the house by
Oscar F« Benjanin, HsA.B.S. rTesearch
editor, and information on the successive
ovners as stated to him by the present
ovner

Lo . Ei

Supervising Historian

Approved:

AN L)Ll icgiveg,
UR WILLIAMS, F.A.T.A.
District officer




